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sam HERE are in every Man’s 
Life; even the wifeft, and 
moft fortified ; certain Periods 
of Weaknefs,. whigh demon 
ftrace our common Frail- 
ty, and feem thrown: into 
our Narure, as Prefervatives 
againft Pride ; and for theMor- 
» tification of Human Vanity. 


acta leary erhy ort o fecha 
. Aphors {my ¢ no Man R "ti. 
te ri Death ; might have extended his Obfervation, 
aswell to our as our Fortune: Let no Man, 
during Life, be call'd Refilute, or Prudent. ~ % 


COULD I ever have Thought, That after paffing my 
Biddy Youth in a fteddy Contempt of Beaury,I fhould 

: d so it, a ig TE met Grand Cii- 
ma&terick ! If the Duty ofa P. 5 ER did nor 
indifpenfibly oblige me tothe moft rigid Impartiali- 
ty ; evento the giving Sentence againft My-/e/f, with 
what Face cou’d I confefs, (what [ am afham’d, when 
I but think of) That I, whoam a flaid Old Batchelor, 
am afraid, Iam falling in Love with Patty Amble the 
Coquett! who always ‘do me, to have been born 
in a Fit of Laughter! and never had a Thought of Gra- 
vity, but, when it furnifh’d her with an Occafion to. 
divere herfelf at the Expence of it ! 


WELL! Ifthis fhould, in good Earneft come to 
come to pafs, I fhall have amoft uncomfortable Time 
of it! What Reafon I have had, and from what Time, 
to fufpect it, 1 fall withour Referve, communicate, 
inthe Progrefg ofimy PAPERS But let it prove what 
I will,the Occafion of this Preamble is from. an un- 
ufual Diforder, in which 1am come Home this Even- 
ing, after a “a Wo oo on with that 
young Romp; ich has me under an Impreffion, 
little beter chan Wechcraft ; tho” at any Time before 
lat Eafter, 1 fhould have thought it mor worth telling, 


T  boyden’d into the: Affemb! 
Py Day, when fhe boyden’d into the Affembly, the 








us all, with 2 $eimming, Smilin 
Port, thar was vi affefted, but irrefittably engagi 7 
——~When fhe had flumer’d, and fidgeted, and d 


her {elf forward, and wheel’d down her Hoop, to the | 
Wideft Swell of it’s Convex, in a Circular Courfe of - 
Cur ‘efies s fhe trip'd Sideways to her Sear; and I was 


jot beg to hope Calm Weather, after fuch a 
WoirlWind of Ceremony! when the rofe, as it were 
rt 4 Start, with a_look moft Whimfically Serious ; and 
*awing.a Paper from-her Bofom, pac’d demureiy to 


[ Price -Two Pence.] 


ny rofe together, and received her with $ 
Sit Pleafare. which her Gayety diffufes eyery where. 


my Chair. She carry’d her Head tothe left. fide 
foftly {weeping het right\Eye-Brew, with the “Knob 
of her Fan, anid finking forward, when fhe came near 
me, with a Fantaftieal cag deat a brufh’d 
my Mouth with her Paper; and began co py over 
het Tricks, in a long and myftical Fargon of moft Wo 
maniflo Impertinence. 3 


So § BIND Were they, faid the, fo naughcy,to leave it by 
* it’smown {elf 2 And did no'’bedy help it to wrire 1's 
‘ PLAIN-DEALERS? and: wasir abus’d, and over: 
* work'd and neglected ? Well then, let ivbe but Good} 
“and mind it’s Book, and wath it's'Fade, and “forgét 
* to becrofs, and comb it’s Head, and throw away 
* it’sdirty Stick ; and fee whar [intend ro do for it! 
* There take it, and Print it ; And, don’t cafe a Pin 
* for the Work they have putupon it. For I love it, 
‘ and will think for ir ; and bring it good Things. And 
* i€it won'd’nt fook Grim, I fionld bufs ir, and ftroak 
‘it, and chuck it under the Chin; and make much 
* of it, and play with it, and’——-*9o, 


AB TER this filly Rate, fhe ran on, with @ ridis 
culous, bur lively and never-ending Volubiliry: and 
perceiving, that the Company laugh’d our, and were 
diverted at the grotefque Figure 1 was making upder 
her Hands, at length fhe kifs’d me outright, and fer 
‘em all, in an Uproar. I wou'd fain have look'd peevith. 
E rurn’d my Face from her, and cry’d; Pifbp—— and 
Pfbaw and Fiddle, and fhook my Head in 
a great Heat, and winch’d in both fhoulders; and much 
Pains I took,to feem nettled, and uneafy. But, to 
confefs a foolifh Truth, ir was all, but mere Show’; for 
I was never fo agreeably made an Afs of in my Life, 
and while I felc the bufy Wanderings of her Fingers 
about my Face, I was ftung I can’rrell how, wich a 
Kind of a tingling Delight, all over me ; which being 
defirous to prolong, I pretended to make. Efforts for 
pufhing her away ; and under that ‘Pretence, gave 
my Hands the Opportunity of touching her, here, and 
there, And I muftown, I was forry when fhe put 
an End to he rGambols. ’ 

















B U TW As foon as I came Home and look’d intd her 
aper, I was not fo much an A/s, (far gone as | found 
y-felf) but that I prefently difcern’d her Diift: And 
with, with all my Hearr, thar I had Courage enough 
returnit her; and cell her, in downright Terms, / 
‘t think it worth Printing. But whatever the Caufe 
this ftrange Alteration may be, there is nothing fo 

readful to me, as the Danger of difobliging this she 

ockatrice | Since therefore, | am in thisodd Manner, 
gr e’en take it, inthe arch Flirt’s own Words - 

os ic is no Work of mine; and I willhave aerhing to. 
do with it. 








The 














































The LADIES Equivalent. 
A TALE, witha Morar to ht. 


BN The Reign of the [Emperor 

Fuftinian, the City of..Conftanti- 

nople was much throngd with 

Foreigners ; for whole Entertain- 

ment, umufual Paflimes were in- 

vented, The Publick Theatres 

were embellifh’d,interlarded and 

eee =m embroider'd, with A4ufick, Ma- 

gick and Tumbling; and fuch unfpeakable Additions, 

as were fitreft to give Pleafure to the Eyes of Goths, 

Vandals, and Saracens,to whom Plays, alone, were in+ 

fipid, becaufe acted in a Language, which they were 
in a Manner, wholly Strangers to. 


THEODORA. the Empref., had been formerly 
a Comedian, and was a liberal Promoter of whatever 
coud contribute to make Pleafure Pompous. Among 
the Numbers, .who. found their latereft.in- this Bya/s 
of the Court, there was a wily and egregious African; 
whom for the: Flatnefs of his Nofe, the Tawninelsof 
his Complexion, and a cergain » AZajeftical Brucallity, 
inthe Compofition of his Features, the merry Greeks 
had nicknamed the LYON. This Man became rich, 
by the univerfal: Encouragement, that was given: to 
an odd Project, »of his ftarting. It was a Kind of 
Blind- Buzzard, or Midnight- Mummery; of which it 
is difficult, at thisgreat Diftance of Timfe,to conceive 
a clear Notion: But Perfons of the higheft Rank,’ of 
both Sexes met there, difguis’d, and under borrow’d 
Refemblances, danc’d, regal’d, and difcours’d,.with 
each other, atlarge, and difengag’d from all Ceremoney 
Diftin@ion or Punilio. p »" 


IT Was generally allow’d, however, by all but 
the LYON’s Enemies, that nothing pafs'd in theleMeer* 
ings, either Scandalous or Misbecoming, Every thing 
was Magnificent, Ornamental, and Enlivening: Bur 
no Privacies were permitted, nor no Indecencies conni- 


ved at. 


I T Fell out,norwithftanding, moft unfortunately for 
the LTON, That Religion was at this Time very flam- 
ing, and watchful, Ihe Good Fathers of the Church be. 
came feandalized, and alarm’d, at the Probabilicy of 
Impurities, in this new-invented Nightwork : For, it was 
dangerous, they knew, to allow fuch Latitude to their 
Female Flock, while their Shepherds were at Reft, who 
kept the Wolf from biting them. They determine, 
therefore, vigoroufly to remonftrate*againft it. Buti 
there was One confiderable Rub, that lay full in their 
Way. The Emperor himfelf was often prefentr at thefe 
Meetings, and indulg’d them, as an Innocent, and a-* 
greeable Recreation. a 


T O Remove this heavy Difficulty, che Good Fathers. 
with great Dexterity, charg'd the Motive of their 
Fears, upon the Weaknefs of the Women, whofe Natures, 
they faid, were liable to very dangerous Impreffions, 
from thofe Whifperings and Squeezings, and Inflama- 
tions of their Vanity. They went on to affert, Thata 
Weman's Defence againft Maen, lying rather in her 
Dread of Shame, than her Abhorrence of Jniquity, fhe : 
fhou'd never be thought Safe, while under the Ha- 
zard of Temptations. The Men indeed, they believ'd, , 
might be frong enough to refift ; but not their Wives, 
and their Daughters: Weak Veffels! and brittle ! and) 
which wou’d break with a Fal/! Ic were Pruden 
therefore, to place them out of the publick Reach, and 
Cupboard them up, for the Houfhold Ufe of theif 
Owners :’So they humbly reprefented, That it woud be} 
an Act of great Piety and Edification, if his Imperial} 
Majefty gave Command for the Toral Supprejfion off 
thefe New Nurferies of Debauchery. . 


1T Is one Thing to be Pious, and another to be 
Wife. Lhe Warmth of their Zeal had nor fuffer'y 
them to confider, That there were Women of Wis, an4 
Spirit, who would vindicate their Sex's Honour .” anc 
make ufe of their powerful Jnfluence, to oppofe the 
good End of thefe Reverend Memorialifts, were j; for 
no other Reafon, but becaufe the AZeans were unmap. 
nerly. THEODORA, the Emprefs, was provok'd to ihe 
laft Degree ; and after’ reproaching their Patbigii, 
and the mean and falf€ /dea’s, which they bad cp’ 
ceiv'd, of Women’s Vertue, fell to reafon with them : 
this Manner. 


“HOW Contempribly won’d your Sex compel y; 
‘ to confider them, if all AZenm were to treat us with 
‘ fo ungenéfous a Diffidence ! Is it poffible, think ye 
“That our Perfons can be won, before our Aear;, 
‘ have. difposid of "em? And, whenever we J). 
* paffionately, we have Courage to A& refolutely; and 
‘ make Opportunities, if we were not allow'd to find 
‘’em. If you once-confine our Bodies, you fet on; 
* Minds at full Liberty. Our Natures are too gene- 
* rous, todecesve thofe who ¢truffus, But we think jr 
* a Merit, to make Fools of the Faithle/;,’ 


THE ZYTON, grinning horribly, behind the Em. 
prefs's Chair, was ready to roar, with Delight, at this 
Rebuke tothe’ Fathers,: But, ftedfaft, and immove. 
able, in the Piety of their Purpofe, they were about to 
Reply atibatge : When'the Emperor, who had AZan- 
ings not tovbe:crac’d on his Cozntenance, concealing bis 
Refentmeng}; return’d this nfwer to their Remon. 
france. 19 es ini * 


tad hee «shit fi 
‘ I Thankyou, for this Religious Simplicity, of you 
‘ Proceeding. You are the Eyes of our Confcience 
and: fee farther than we-can. But Iam noc more 
pleas’d. with-your applying for Redre/t of \this formi- 
Grievance, than furpriz’d, at your overlooking 
another, of like Tendency; and which -ycur /ayda. 
ble Zeal, for Removing Temptations, muft excite you, 
* to thank me, for refolving to fee remedy‘d. 


‘ THE Women have a Cuftom, when they ftand in 
need of Abfolution, to fend for their Confeffor, and 
open their Hearts to him, :in their Clofets. “Were all 
your Reverend Order of equal Sanéity with you, this 
coud poflibly adminifter no juft Caufe of Scandal : 
Bur, fince Nature is deprav'd, and there have been 
Wolves, in Sheep's Cloathing, 1 conceive it a Defign, 
of much Edification, to abolifh, for the future, this 
Indulgence of the Women ; and withhold their i4b/iiv- 
tio, ‘till they come for it, to the Churches, Inténd- 
ing therefore to join thefe good Purpofes in One, Icom: 
mit it to your Care, ta prepare an Edié?, for Both, 
that I may decree it into Law, with as much {peed, 


as poffible.’ 


THE Good Fathers were, fo unexpectedly, and be: 
yond Meafure, confounded, at this over-liberal Extent 
of the Emperor's pious Purpofe, that they ftood long, 
at a Lofs, co find fir Words to thank him: Bur they 
did it at. laft, wich this Afope, in the ‘Rear of all; 

That bis High and Imperial Majefty wou'’d no 
haften them too. much, in Two Decrees of Juch Importance, 
Since the Emprefs-had urg'd fome Arguments, to prove ot 
of them needlefs 5 and who cou’d tell, when they came‘ 
examine Things more clofély, but they might be miftak:, 
in both of ‘em’? 
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THUS, Ihave given. yon, the Coguet’s Sti; 
and am well enough aware what the Gypfie’s Head 
was running on: But, if any Body fhou'd defire © 
be made as wife as Iam, I fhall tell’em an old S# 
and let ’em take it, in Satisfaction. ‘ A Philofopher 
* bought fome Meat, and returning from the Marke 
* hid it under bis Cloak. An Impertinent Fellow m+ 
‘him, and wou'd needs know Whar it was 2—" 
‘ is there, faid the Philofopher, on purpofe, That y% 
* flou'd not know it. 
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oiPrinced for 7. Roberts, in Warwick-Lane. Where Letters and Advertifements are taken in 





